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HI, WE’RE GLAD
YOU’RE HERE
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DESIGN SYSTEMS,
NOT SCREENS
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1. It helps your users 
understand experiences 
holistically

2. It helps you maintain and 
augment those experiences 
more easily
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MENTAL MODELS
UI STANDARDS

STYLES CONSCIOUSNESS



BROKEN MENTAL 
MODELS SCARE YOU
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RESPECT SHARED 
MENTAL MODELS
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ACCESSIBILITY 
DEMANDS YOU USE UI 

THE “RIGHT” WAY
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button
checkbox
color
date
datetime-local
email
file
hidden
image
month
number
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password
note
radio
range
reset
search
submit
tel
text
time
url
week

https://www.w3schools.com/tag
s/att_input_type.asp



DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES & 
FUNDAMENTALS
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COLOR
TYPOGRAPHY
SPACING
HIERARCHY
ALIGNMENT
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LINE
SHAPE
RHYTHM
BALANCE
SYMMETRY
TEXTURE
BALANCE
CONTRAST
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color.adobe.com

COLOR
TYPOGRAPHY
SPACING
HIERARCHY
ALIGNMENT
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fonts.google.com
fontpair.co

COLOR
TYPOGRAPHY
SPACING
HIERARCHY
ALIGNMENT
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Within Objects

COLOR
TYPOGRAPHY
SPACING
HIERARCHY
ALIGNMENT

Around Objects
Line Height
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Within Objects

COLOR
TYPOGRAPHY
SPACING
HIERARCHY
ALIGNMENT

SIZE
COLOR
SHADE
DIRECTION
MOVEMENT
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COLOR
TYPOGRAPHY
SPACING
HIERARCHY
ALIGNMENT

BOOTSTRAP
FOUNDATION





CSSZENGARDEN
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https://cantunsee.space/



APPLYING 
THIS TO 
WORDPRESS
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PLUGINS:
SETTINGS
CUSTOM FIELDS
ADDITIONAL-
FUNCTIONALITY
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BUILD ON,
DON’T DISCARD AN 

ESTABLISHED SYSTEM
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1. It helps you design without 
having to reinvent the wheel

2. Users will intuitively get 
your design since they are 
already familiar with the 
system or “language”



LEARNING FROM
OUR EXPERIENCES
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A good plugin is easy to use 
and understand.
A great plugin should look and 
feel like was designed to be 
shipped with WordPress.
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A CASE STUDY:
YOAST SE-NO



Clearly the most popular SEO 
plugin (for good reason).
Soooo much potential for it to 
be a true leader.

Let’s take a look ...
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CONFIRMATION

META BOX

TABS



STRANGE SELECTORS

NEW BUTTON STYLE

NEW COLOR
AND “PILL” STYLE

NEW DROPDOWN STYLE

HUGE UPSELL BUTTON



NOT QUITE THE SAME 
META BOX COLLAPSE

NO META BOX
IN SIDEBAR

NEW COLOR
AND “TOGGLE” STYLE

ALSO, WHICH
WAY IS “ON”?



WHAT THE?!?!?
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A CASE STUDY:
ACF-YEAH!



Very popular among 
developers, this plugin has 
been the champion for adding 
custom fields to WordPress.

Let’s take a look ...
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NEW ROW NUMBERING

NEW TOGGLE,
SAME BLUE



CONFIRM/UPDATE
BUTTON STYLE

META BOX
POST TITLE

PAGE TITLE AND
ADD NEW BUTTON

META BOX COLLAPSE

PUBLISH META

MOVE TO TRASH



FAMILIAR WYSIWYG

FAMILIAR IMAGE INPUT

META BOX



Advanced Custom Fields just 
gets it. Nowhere do they break 
the user experience to promote 
ACF, or their own brand.
ACF feels like something that 
could be shipped with WP.
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PROCESS OVERVIEW
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1. Make a list of your
interface needs

2. Find existing solutions
3. Draw from design cues to 

create solutions if needed
4. Implement/prototype
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SHORT BREAK
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LET’S MAKE SOMETHING

@john_gough
@stephenorsini

#WCPHX | DESIGNING SYSTEMS



CHOICES...
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1. UPDATE A PLUGIN 
TO MATCH 
WORDPRESS DESIGN 
SYSTEMS

2. BUILD A STYLE 
GUIDE

3. REVIEW YOUR 
WEBSITE
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RESOURCES
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❏ 10up/SketchPress
https://github.com/10up/SketchPress 

❏ WordPress Volunteer Design Team
https://make.wordpress.org/design/

❏ WordPress Design Team Handbook
https://make.wordpress.org/design/handbook/

❏ WordPress Admin Pattern Library
https://github.com/helen/wp-style-guide

❏ WordPress Plugin Developer Handbook
https://developer.wordpress.org/plugins/
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❏ Style Guides - collection
http://styleguides.io/

❏ Can’t Unsee Space Game
https://cantunsee.space

❏ Dark Patterns in UI
https://darkpatterns.org/

❏ Accessibility Guidelines
https://www.usability.gov/

❏ Google Fonts
https://fonts.google.com
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❏ Google Font Pairs
http://fontpair.co

❏ CSS Zen Garden
http://www.csszengarden.com/

❏ Bootstrap
https://getbootstrap.com

#WCPHX | DESIGNING SYSTEMS

@john_gough
@stephenorsini

http://fontpair.co
http://www.csszengarden.com/
https://getbootstrap.com


@john_gough
@stephenorsini

DISCUSSION
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THANK YOU!
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skyhookinteractive.com


